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men come behind them and spear them.
The flesh is by no means unpleasant to the
taste. Parties of this kind, and thepoojahs9
or ceremonies of their gods, are frequently
used as a cover for assembling a party of da-
coits, armed and prepared to commit a rob-
bery*

The huts of the natives of Bengal are5
in general, miserably poor* It is strange
that they are more comfortable in the north-
ern and western districts, where there is less
trade and commerce, than towards the east
and south ; but the wealth of the last-men-
tioned quarter has at present no circulation
amongst the lower orders, and cannot affect
their condition. The huts of the Bengalees
afford no security against the attacks of rob-
bers* They are built with light bamboo
frames, covered with a kind of reeds bruised
flat, and plaited into mats* Their floors
are generally raised about a foot or two from
the groi&id,by layers of clay beaten down.

The